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(i.e., adjectives describing the images) as well as inferences (i.e., if there is water in the image, what types
of animals might be there?) Key focus areas include soil type, temperature range, and moisture. At the
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Disciplinary Core Ideas LS2.C: Ecosystem Dynamics, Functioning, and Resilience.
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• 2 small potted plants: one should be a cactus (or succulent) while the other should represent a
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Day 2
1. If the math calculations were not completed as part of the homework, have students complete their
calculations.
2. Have students post their results on the board and calculate both a class total and average. Compare
their initial projections with the calculated results—have students comment on why or why not their
calculations matched their guess.
3. Provide graph paper and model sharing the student data in a bar chart.
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two different habitats and create a model of a growing environment.

Follow-up
After a month or so, have the students retake the water survey and compare it to their original results.
Discuss any changes.
OVERVIEW:
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end of the lesson, students should be able to identify the major requirements of a growing habitat

EXTENSION (OPTIONAL):

Students will demonstrate their understanding by creating a growing environment for grass seeds.
Provide students extra copies of the survey for families to complete.

STANDARDS ADDRESSED:
Core Ideas K-ESS3-1: Interdependent relationships in ecosystems: animals, plants, and their environment
Science and Engineering Practices: Analyzing and interpreting data; developing and using models;
engaging in argument from evidence; obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information.
CCSS ELA/Literacy R.1.K.1: With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details
in the text.
CCSS ELA/Literacy W.2.8: Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources
to answer a question.

MATERIALS:
• 2 small potted plants: one should be a cactus (or succulent) while the other should represent a
temperate climate
• Age-appropriate picture book illustrating a diversity of habitats or a variety of projectable images of
both temperate and desert habitats. These images should include both plants and animals.
• Chart paper and markers
For each student for growing grass heads:
• Nylon stocking feet (knee-high stockings work well) or Styrofoam cup
• Small container (single-serving yogurt or cottage cheese, coffee cups, or small Dixie® cups)
• Topsoil
• Grass seed
• Water (as needed)
• Markers

